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FAA Administrator Randy Babbitt presents Akron-Canton Airport with $16.625 million 

Airport Improvement Program Funds will be used to complete runway 5/23 safety upgrade and extension  
 

Green, OH: Akron-Canton Airport (CAK) and leaders from throughout the region welcomed Randy Babbitt, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Administrator, to the airport this morning. The administrator made a special 
trip to the airport to deliver a $16.625 million check to Airport Trustees and President and CEO Rick McQueen, to 
complete the vital runway 5/23 safety upgrade and extension project. When finished, runway 5/23 will be 8,200 feet 
long with ILS landing systems at both ends.  

Northeast Ohio elected officials including Congressmen John Boccieri, Tim Ryan and Steve LaTourette and 
Congresswoman Betty Sutton worked hard to ensure the timely disbursement of funds to kick off the construction 
season as early as possible this year. Congressmen Boccieri and Ryan were on hand to welcome Mr. Babbitt and 
celebrate the occasion. 

“It is an honor to welcome Administrator Babbitt to CAK so we can personally thank him for years of FAA 
support,” said Rick McQueen, president and CEO. “As the centerpiece of our CAK 2018 capital improvement plan, 
this runway project is absolutely vital to the future of our airport and the community. Once this work is finished, we will 
have our dream airfield, allowing our airline partners to fly anywhere in the domestic US and most of North America.” 

"The Airport Improvement Program funds quality projects that help our nation's airports maintain safe and 
efficient operations," said FAA Administrator Randy Babbitt.  "Keeping air travelers safe is the FAA's top priority. 
The runway project at Akron-Canton Airport is another example of that commitment." 

"I am pleased Administrator Babbitt agrees Akron-Canton Airport should be first in line to receive critical 
funds that will not only enhance safety and service but also contribute to our region's economic development," said 
Congressman Boccieri. "Expanding the runway will create as many as 60 jobs that cannot be outsourced and helps 
larger jets access the airport. Akron-Canton Airport serves as a critical economic engine for our part of Ohio and I'm 
pleased we were able to secure timely funding for this project." 
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 “I applaud the Federal Aviation Administration for making this important investment in the Akron-Canton 

Airport,” stated Congressman Ryan.  “The construction of this runway will create up to 60 jobs and that will circulate 
needed dollars into our regional economy – while providing expanded aircraft access that will continue to 
strengthen CAK’s position in the public, private, and commercial aviation industries.” 

 
The $16.6 million grant will allow the airport to complete the following work within two construction seasons:  

- Construct airfield storm drainage and under-drain improvements 
- Construct paved shoulders on runway 5/23 
- Install new runway edge lighting, and electrical upgrades on runway 5/23 
- Upgrade and install new airfield directional signage 
- Reconstruct the intersection of our runways 5/23 & 1/19 
- Overlay runway 5/23 
- Groove the new pavement on runway 5/23 
- Upgrade and paint airfield pavement markings 
- Construct paved shoulders on runway 1/19 
- Install new runway edge lighting, and various electrical upgrades on runway 1/19 
- Overlay runway 1/19 
- Groove the new pavement on runway 1/19 
- Relocate and upgrade the Instrument Landing System (ILS) on runway 23 
- Install a new Instrument Landing System on runway 5 
 

About Akron-Canton Airport 
 Akron-Canton Airport kicked off CAK 2018, its 10-year, $110-million Capital Improvement Plan in 2008. The 
plan is the most ambitious in the airport’s 64-year history. Keep up to date on all things CAK by visiting Social CAK – 
our comprehensive social media portal. Additional information including flight reservations, driving instructions, and 
relaxation station is available at www.akroncantonairport.com. Akron-Canton Airport a better way to go®.   
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